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Milton residents express 
ethanol plant concerns 

(Published Thursday, March 31, 2005 10:59:56 AM 
CST)

By Carla McCann
Gazette Staff

MILTON-Florence and Monte Williams live about a 
half-mile from where United Cooperative of Beaver 
Dam will build a $60 million ethanol plant on a 
51-acre site.

On Wednesday, the couple was among a group of 
local and area residents who attended a public 
informational meeting on the development of the 
plant.

"I don't know for sure if this is going to be a 
detriment or a gain to our property," Florence 
Williams said. "It will create 35 jobs for Milton, and 
that's nothing to sneeze at." 

The cooperative expects to break ground in July and 
be producing ethanol by 2006, said David Cramer, 
president and CEO of United Cooperative. Cramer 
attended Wednesday's meeting.

Monte Williams' concerns centered on whether 
traffic, which will travel by his home on County M, 
to enter the new plant would be a problem.

Michael May, a traffic engineer with Traffic Analysis 
& Design of Cedarburg, was one of the professionals 
available to answer questions. He said a traffic 
study showed the road's capacity to be about 12,000 
vehicles a day.

"We'd never get across the road," Monte said.

The actual increase in traffic to and from the plant 
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will be about 105 vehicles a day, said May, adding 
that this number included employees traveling to 
and from work. The state Department of 
Transportation has placed the current traffic on 
County M at 1,800 vehicles daily, May said.

"We expect that 70 percent of the traffic to the 
plant will be by rail," May said. "Most of the traffic 
to and from the site will be employees." 

Another resident wanted to know when he could 
expect his taxes to increase because of the new 
facility. The ethanol plant will be in a tax 
incremental finance district. Because of that, 
property taxes will not increase with the construction 
of the new facility, said Mayor Nate Bruce.

"We will use the money that we have in the TIF to 
get things done," Bruce said.

The minimum taxable value of the new facility will 
be $15 million, which will generate about $368,000 
in property taxes, Todd Schmidt, Milton city 
administrator, said in an earlier interview.

Dwayne Heth of Heth Farms came to the meeting 
with many questions.

"I'm concerned about the storm water runoff from 
the plant," Heth said.

A cooperative representative assured Heth that no 
more water would be flowing off the developed 
areas than was already there.

"Unfortunately, a lot of things don't go as planned," 
Heth said.

Heth, a former chemist, now farms between 1,300 
and 1,400 acres in Milton. About 200 of those acres 
aren't far from the proposed ethanol plant, he said.

Heth was accompanied to the meeting by his 
grandson, Michael. The 20-year-old is the fourth 
generation of Heths to farm.

He wanted Michael to experience another gateway 
for the farming community, Dwayne Heth said.

"I'm positive on (the ethanol plant)," he said. 
"There are some items, however, I think need to be 
discussed." 

Heth said he is one of the people interested in 
investing in the cooperative. That is what Cramer 
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was hoping to hear.

"We'll be raising between $20 million and $30 
million to finance the plant," Cramer said. "The 
minimum investment will be $25,000, with $5,000 
increments above that." 

Accredited investments will begin at $100,000, with 
$25,000 increment increases, Cramer said.

Paul Horning, a South Beloit, Ill., resident wasn't 
interested in investing in the cooperative.

He just stopped by to learn more about an ethanol 
plant and visit Milton.

"I went to school here in 1940," said Horning, who 
drives a bus for a living but grew up on a farm.

"I figure this is a good deal for the farmers and a 
good place to market corn," Horning added.

For Jim Woolstrum, who lives on Townline Road 
only "a stone's throw" from the plant site, the new 
facility holds promise for a bright future.

The Milton plant will need about 15 million bushels 
of corn annually to produce 40 million gallons of 
ethanol, said Mary Claire Lanser, a spokeswoman 
for the 20,000-member cooperative.

"I will be raising corn," Woolstrum said. 
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