Cambria residents discuss
‘ethanol plant options

By PAUL SCHARF
Staff Reporter

CAMBRIA — "I will have to tell
you that I am very, very excited
about it...I think this is an
opportunity that the village of
Cambria certainly does not want
to overlook."

Those words came from
Cambria village president Chet
Stringfield at last night's open
forum regarding the possibility of
allowing an ethanol plant to be
built at Didion Milling Inc. in
Cambria.

HIS SENTIMENTS, however,
were not shared by all who filled
the bleachers in the Cambria-
Friesland Elementary School gym.
As they came to the microphone
throughout the three-and-a-half-
hour meeting, there were
questions, comments and
occasional outbursts of emotion.
Both supporters and those that
opposed the expansion addressed
the village board, the community
development authority, represen-
tatives of Didion and a panel of
experts that had been assembled
for the meeting.

"We need more information,"
was the repeated refrain from both
board members and village
|residents, and the idea of putting
{the issue to a village-wide
ireferendum, rather than leaving it

in the hands of the village board,
seemed to have a good deal of
support. There was applause
following statements on both
sides of the issue. Comments
made over the two microphones
available in the gym were difficult
to hear, however, and several
resorted to speaking without
them. _

Questions for the experts
ranged from issues of air quality
to the village tax base, and from
truck traffic on Commerce Street
to Didion's track record on
obtaining variances to village
ordinances when undertaking
new construction.

Area farmer Randy Link came
to the microphone to say of the
project, "I think it's great.”

Village resident Mitzi Duxbury
wanted to hear from a different set
of experts that have no financial
interest in the project.

Many of the questions were
handled by two members of the
panel—DNR Air Management
representative Mike Sloat and
ICM Engineering senior vice-
president Jeff Roskam. After the
meeting, Roskam said, "I think it's
great the community participates.
We don't see this kind of positive
participation in the community
very often. All the information
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that people want to have will
come out in the process."

At one point, Didion CEO John
Didion took the microphone and
addressed the crowd in defense of
his company.

"I think all in all it was a good
meeting," Didion said afterward. "I
think people are concerned about
knowing enough to ask the right
guestions. I feel that people went
away with their questions
answered."

After several minutes of

discussion involving village
resident Janele Zacho, board
member Jim Ebert and Bill
Gardner from Wisconsin and
Southern Railroad, Stringfield
asked for a motion to adjourn
around 10:30 p.m.

"There's going to be an ethanol
plant built... Some place in this
area there's going to be an ethanol
plant—it's just a matter of where,”
said Ron Caldwell of the Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture during
the latter part of the meeting.

"T'd hatetolose that opportunity,”
responded Stringfield.
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