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Dustin Weis / Daily Register
A tunnel to be used by Didion 
Milling runs under Cabbage 

Road in the village of Cambria.

Didion tunnels create rift in 
Cambria
By Dustin Weis, Daily Register

CAMBRIA — Cabbage Road once
again is the source of heated debate
between the village of Cambria and
Didion Milling Inc., but this time the
surface of the road isn't the issue of
contention.

Some Cambria village officials now 
contend the developer has no right 
to construct two tunnels under the 
road without the village's approval. 
The company is building the tunnels 
to move materials from a milling plant 
on one side of the road to an ethanol 
facility on the other. 

Work began on the tunnels more than a week ago as Didion 
continues to work to complete the reconstruction of the road by the 
end of the month per its agreement with the village. In the road 
agreement, which was reached in July, the village agreed to allow the 
company to reconstruct and maintain Cabbage Road under the 
oversight of the village. 

The road agreement made no mention of tunnels, though it had been 
touched on in a proposed developer's agreement that remains in 
limbo.

Village attorney Vytas Salna said Didion's action on the tunnels is out 
of line. 

"If they want to do something in the municipal right of way, in a village 
street, they need permission," Salna said. "If they put something in 
there without the village's consent, we have the right to order it out of 
there. There's no question we have the right to control it." 

Salna issued a letter to the company Oct. 10 ordering the company to 
cease installation of the passages. He received a response from 
Didion's attorney, Eric McLeod, within hours. In his letter, McLeod cited 
Wisconsin statute that grants ownership of the land under a town road 
to abutting property owners. 
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Salna responded, noting Cabbage Road is owned by the village of 
Cambria and not the adjacent town of Courtland. Didion Vice President 
of Operations Dale Drachenberg said McLeod advised him Salna cited 
inapplicable case law in making his argument, while Salna said 
McLeod's statutes did not apply within the village. 

Neither side would indicate if they thought further legal action would be 
needed to settle the dispute, but Didion continued to construct the 
tunnels. Drachenberg said the company continued out of necessity in 
spite of the village's wishes. 

"We could either finish the road as per the road agreement and then 
turn around and tear it up once we reached a developer's agreement, 
or we could not pave it and be in violation of the agreement," 
Drachenberg said. 

The company has pursued a developer's agreement with the village 
for months because it would establish a working relationship between 
Didion and Cambria that Drachenberg said would benefit both parties.

The tunnels were constructed for the purpose of conveying materials 
from the company's milling plant in Cambria under the road, which 
serves as the boundary between the village and the town of Courtland, 
to the company's ethanol plant in Courtland. The company chose to 
build under the road following a ruling by the county that Didion could 
not build a conveyor over the road. 

Drachenberg said one tunnel would carry milled material under the 
road, and the other would move feed and completed ethanol back to 
the milling plant for transport staging. However, under current village 
ordinance, the production, transportation or storage of ethanol is 
prohibited within village boundaries, which is why the company chose 
to build its plant across the road in Courtland. 

Amending that ordinance could become an eventual part of a 
developer's agreement between the village and the company, but the 
subject has yet to be seriously discussed. 

With regards to the tunnels, Drachenberg contends moving the 
materials under the road will be safer than running an estimated 60 
semitrailers of material back and forth across the road. 

"It's just a (pair of) tunnels at this point," Drachenberg said, "in case 
there's a need. Either they will be used to increase safety here or they 
won't."
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