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Abstract (Document Summary)

Some 30 to 40 tons of shelled corn spilled into a creek and have been baking in the sun since several cars left the
track near the intersection of Vondron Road and Thompson Drive on the border between the town of Blooming Grove 
and Madison two weeks ago.

Ted Amman, state Department of Natural Resources spill response coordinator for the south-central region, said the
railroad failed to inform the DNR about the spill as required.

PHOTO COURTESY OF [Sandra Maples] Derailed cars on a railroad spur near Vondron Road and Thompson Drive 
spilled tons of shelled corn that have been rotting in the sun for two weeks.

Full Text (542   words)
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Tons of rotting corn at a train derailment site are giving off a foul smell on Madison's east side.

Some 30 to 40 tons of shelled corn spilled into a creek and have been baking in the sun since several cars left the
track near the intersection of Vondron Road and Thompson Drive on the border between the town of Blooming Grove 
and Madison two weeks ago.

Ted Amman, state Department of Natural Resources spill response coordinator for the south-central region, said the
railroad failed to inform the DNR about the spill as required.

The DNR heard about it from a resident just this week, Amman said.

Ben Meighan, superintendent of maintenance for Wisconsin Southern Railroad, said the cause of the wreck is under
investigation and would not speculate as to why the train left the tracks.

Meighan said the railroad "started remedial action within two days" of the spill.

Residents in the far east side Madison neighborhood said they heard a loud noise about 11 or 11:30 p.m. on July 12.

"I heard this awful squeal and thought somebody hit a car," said Steve Dalebroux, who lives near the train tracks.
Dalebroux said he looked out his window but saw nothing and went back to bed.

The crash site is behind a large pond off South Thompson Drive and is screened from nearby homes by a dense grove
of trees and shrubbery.

Residents near the track say the engine on the train was still attached and idling loudly for quite some time after the
crash.

"It ran for three days," Jeff DuFrane said. "All the residents were talking about it."



Document View http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=0&sid=7&srchmode=1&vins...

2 of 2 7/4/06 8:24 PM

Neighbors said they figured either the DNR or the police had already been notified of the crash and therefore they
didn't call anyone.

Sandra Maples, another resident in the area, said trains come infrequently on the track and up until this happened she
never had any real concerns about the track.

This spill has her worried about what would happen if a train spilled a hazardous substance.

Railroad, engineering and DNR officials were on hand all day Friday for cleanup and evaluation of the site.

Amman said the railroad had made significant progress.

"They got the worst of it today," Amman said. But there remained "a couple weeks' worth" of work.

Cleanup has been hampered by the small size of the corn kernels. Amman compared it to trying to get fish out of a
barrel - right in front of you, but easy to slip through your fingers.

Workers at the spill site say the odor is like rotting beer or manure.

The corn is a concern because of the potential water quality problems it can cause, Amman said.

"The corn places tremendous biological demand on water," he said. "The fermenting corn takes all the oxygen out of
the water."

And officials are hoping rains will hold off this weekend.

Last Sunday's heavy rains washed the corn about 200 yards down stream in the direction of Upper Mud Lake. The
creek is about three miles from the lake.

[Illustration]
Caption: PHOTO COURTESY OF SANDRA MAPLES Derailed cars on a railroad spur near Vondron Road and Thompson 
Drive spilled tons of shelled corn that have been rotting in the sun for two weeks.
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