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After the recent 
incident with 
the Col-Sac 
Ferry and the 
breakdowns the 
ferry suffered 
last year, is it 
time to abandon 
the ferry for a 
bridge? 

Yes
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Not sure

vote!
current tally

How To:

Contact Us

Subscribe/Reader 
Services

Newspapers in 
Education

Local News

Train cars carrying coal derail
By Dustin Weis

LODI — No one was injured when a freight train carrying a load of coal
derailed south of Lodi on Tuesday night.

The crash dumped three cars worth of football-sized coal pieces 20 yards away from a used 
car lot on the corner of Highway 113 and Meek Road.

"We've been waiting for something like this to happen," said Chris Groeschl, an employee at 
the lot. "Every train that comes by is always teeter-tottering around that corner."

"Today was just the day she just 
rocked herself right out of 
commission," added business 
owner Steve Dionne.

Dionne and Groeschl were in a 
building next to the tracks when 
the train came through around 6 
o'clock Tuesday night. As they 
watched, the train rocked as it 
rounded the corner. One set of 
wheels jumped the track, throwing 
up considerable dirt and smoke, 
and the two men turned to run.

As they fled, the rocking 
worsened until one car broke free 
from the car in front of it and 
overturned, taking the two cars 
behind it to the ground with it. 
The three cars dumped their 
loads of coal into an unoccupied 

yard next to the tracks.

The derailment was unrelated to the severe storms and tornadoes that ravaged the area 
later that evening.

Columbia County sheriff's deputies were unable to comment on the crash, saying they were 
turning the investigation over to railroad authorities who were expected to arrive on site 
Wednesday.

"One thing's for sure," Groeschl said. "This train ain't movin' for a while."
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